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Imagine that you are unexpectedly “host” to about 
100 guests-- Guests that need to be fed and 
sheltered. Imagine that you have almost no 
available food, limited cooking facilities, and a 
shortage of cots and bedding.  Now imagine that 
this occurs on a major holiday during the throes of 
an ice storm and massive power outages. Locating 
and transporting resources is very difficult. What 
would you do? 
  
The above scenario occurred during the Christmas 
Ice Storm of 1998, many of us faced difficulties 
including no electricity, no heat and limited mobility.  
Most of us were able to cope with our situations 
using our own resources and support systems. 
However, some citizens needed help.  A shelter, 
managed and staffed by the Chesterfield-Colonial 
Heights Department of Social Services, was 
opened December 25, 1998 at Manchester Middle 
School.  The shelter remained open for many days 
and served as 
temporary 
housing to 
about 100 
people who 
needed to stay 
warm.    
  
The first hours of the shelter’s opening were very 
chaotic. People were arriving continuously and our 
team was faced with a school kitchen that was on 
Christmas break—meaning there was no food 
available.  We quickly depleted our supply of cots 
and blankets and started searching for chair 
cushions or anything that would soften the hard 
cafeteria floor.  What did we do? We called on our 
church resources for help and help they did!   
  
One church had blankets from a recent blanket 
drive.  Other churches cooked and served meals or 
donated extra food.  Volunteers assisted with 
entertaining children.  When we identified a need 
and asked for help, help was there! Because of this 
response, a potentially disastrous situation was 
handled comfortably for all concerned.   
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����Please discuss the 
registration form options with your group and 
register your commitment with CCHASM today.    
Having this information available before an 
emergency occurs will enable us to respond 
proactively in a time of need and make sure that all 
needs are met.  
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*NAME           
*STREET ADDRESS      
*CITY     *STATE     *ZIP     
DAYTIME PHONE     EVENING PHONE     
E-MAIL     
AGE (IF UNDER 18)      *DATE OF VOLUNTEER APPLICATION     
HOME CHURCH OR COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION     
I PREFER TO BE CONTACTED BY  Ž PHONE  Ž E-MAIL         *  Required Fields 

 

FOOD MISCELLANEOUS 
ŽŽŽŽ 25. Volunteers to prepare donated foods 
in their church or home kitchens to have 
delivered and served at shelters.  

ŽŽŽŽ 29. Volunteers to entertain children. 

ŽŽŽŽ 26. We can provide food donations 
and/or funding to provide meals during a 5 
day emergency.    

ŽŽŽŽ 30. Volunteers to distribute food at 
emergency site 

TRANSPORTATION EMERGENCY SUPPLIES ON HAND 
ŽŽŽŽ 27. Transport items to shelter sites using 
your truck or van.  
 
ŽŽŽŽ 28. Transport Staff or Medical personnel 
to emergency sites using your vehicle. 

Ž OUR CHURCH OR FACILITY CAN STORE AND 

SUPPLY 50 OF EACH OF THE ITEMS CHECKED 
BELOW FOR USE DURING AN EMERGENCY.  
 

Please indicate if your vehicle is equipped 
to travel through ice, snow, and mud. 
 ŽŽŽŽ Yes  ŽŽŽŽ No 

Items that have a limited shelf-life or are 
not used during a 12-month period can be 

donated to an existing charity and 
restocked. 

VOLUNTEERS MUST HAVE A GOOD 

DRIVING RECORD AND PERSONAL 

LIABILITY COVERAGE ON VEHICLES. 

OTHER 

PLEASE TELL US ABOUT THE UNIQUE GOODS OR 
SERVICES YOU CAN PROVIDE… 

 

ŽŽŽŽ 31. Diapers 
ŽŽŽŽ 32. Baby Foods/ 
Powdered Formula 
ŽŽŽŽ 33. Tissues 
ŽŽŽŽ 34. Snack Items 
ŽŽŽŽ 35. Blankets 
ŽŽŽŽ 36. Towels 
ŽŽŽŽ 37. Wash Cloths 
ŽŽŽŽ 38. Soap 
ŽŽŽŽ 39. Toothpaste 
ŽŽŽŽ 40. Toothbrushes 

ŽŽŽŽ 41. Deodorant 
ŽŽŽŽ 42. Shaving 
Cream 
ŽŽŽŽ 43. Disposable 
Razors 
ŽŽŽŽ 44. Feminine 
Products 
ŽŽŽŽ 45. Board Games 
ŽŽŽŽ 46. Puzzles 
ŽŽŽŽ 47. Coloring 
Books and Crayons 
ŽŽŽŽ 48. Books 
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